
MINUTES of the MEETING of 
GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL held at 
GRAEMSAY COMMUNITY HALL on 
FRIDAY 31st AUGUST 2012 at 6:45p.m.

Present: M Groat (Chair), M Webster, N Mowat, R Sinclair, M Thomson, 
J Traynor and G Robertson

In Attendance:  Councillor R Crichton
Councillor M Davidson
Mrs T Avis, Clerk 
3 members of the public

1. APOLOGIES     

RESOLVED to note that apologies for absence had been intimated on behalf of 
Councillor J Stockan.
 
M Groat welcomed everyone to the meeting including the two new Councillors for the area, 
Cllr R Crichton and Cllr M Davidson.  Cllr R Crichton explained that between the three 
Councillors they had discussed that one Councillor should be the Community Councils main 
contact for a year and then another one would take a turn and asked if that would be 
acceptable?  This was agreed and members of the Community Council then introduced 
themselves.

2. ADOPTION     OF     MINUTES  

(a) Special meeting of 13  th   April 2012  

The minutes of the special meeting of 13th April 2012 were approved, being proposed by 
R Sinclair and seconded by M Webster

(b) General meeting of the Graemsay, Hoy & Walls Community Council meeting of   
4  th   May 2012  

The minutes of the General meeting of the 4th May 2012 were approved, being proposed by 
N Mowat and seconded by R Sinclair.

(c) Finance meeting of the Graemsay, Hoy & Walls Community Council meeting of   
26  th   June 2012   

The minutes of the Finance meeting of the 26th June 2012 were approved, being proposed 
by G Robertson and seconded by M Webster.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETINGS OF 4  th   MAY 2012 & 26  th   JUNE 2012  

(a) Orkney Islands Council – Transport meeting - update by M Thomson  

M Thomson noted the following from the Inter Isles Ferry Consultative Committee meeting:-

• All MV Graemsay sailing were to be scheduled ie taken off request apart from the 



weekend runs.  This would be for one year and reviewed after that.

• Hoy Head lengthening: Flotta Community had requested that the 11am sailing went 
only to Flotta, thus reducing the amount of sailings to Lyness.

• When the ferry returned from lengthening it would then be assessed any operational 
changes ie some ports may take longer to berth at, due to having to be roped in 
rather than just on the linkspan.

• If phase 2 of Lyness was to go ahead and the west pier was brought back into use, 
the suggestion was that the MV Hoy Head would be berthed at Lyness thereby 
shortening the number of sea hours per day.

• Orkney Ferries have undertaken to consult with the communities before any changes 
are implemented.

Members raised concerns over potential loss of capacity, employment for islanders, possible 
diminished service, changes to crew hours, berthing difficulties during vessel repairs and 
connecting bus service timings, and it was:-

RESOLVED to bring the concerns to the attention of Orkney Ferries, via the Liaison Office.

(b) Graemsay, Hoy & Walls Community Council – Kirkyard update & selection of   
Kirkyard subcommittee

M Groat asked for volunteers to make up a kirkyard subcommittee.  The Clerk gave a verbal 
report regarding some ongoing issues with the Osmandwall kirkyard, and it was:-

RESOLVED that the following members comprise the subcommittee, M Groat, R Sinclair, 
G Robertson and J Traynor and that they would meet on Monday 10th September to discuss 
the issues.

(c) SSE Renewables – Cantick Head tidal development     

After consideration of correspondence from SSE Renewables regarding the Cantick Head 
Tidal development, the Clerk confirmed who would be attending from SSE renewables and 
the Development Trust on Tuesday 4th September for which the venue was be confirmed, 
and it was:-

RESOLVED that the Clerk would confirm the venue with members attending.

(d) Sinclair Robertson – Fara turbine development, plus letter from resident   

After consideration of correspondence from Sinclair Robertson, plus a letter from a local 
resident and after hearing a report from M Groat reminding members that Sinclair Robertson 
had undertaken to hold an open day followed by a public meeting in the evening, which 
would be chaired and minuted by the Community Council.  Members debated what date this 
would take place, and it was :-

RESOLVED:-

i. that the Clerk would liase with Sinclair Robertson regarding a suitable date; and



ii. the Clerk would write to the resident once all details were finalised.



(e) NHS Orkney – Various correspondence     

After consideration of correspondence from NHS Orkney and after hearing M Groat read out 
an email from NHS Orkney regarding the start date of the new GP, it was:-

RESOLVED the Clerk arrange a healthcare subcommittee meeting.

(f) Binga Fea & Ore Brae planning applications  

Cllr R Crichton declared an interest in this item and left the meeting

M Groat read out an email outlining the status of the 2 planning applications and advised 
that as this was a new community council that the previous decisions could be reviewed.  
Following discussions regarding compensation criteria from developers, valid planning terms 
relating to objections, cumulative impact of several turbines, community engagement by 
developers and the latest consultation by Orkney Islands Council which could possibly 
limiting the number of turbines, it was:-

RESOLVED to defer any further decision until the November meeting, this being proposed 
by R Sinclair & seconded by M Webster.

Cllr R Crichton rejoined the meeting.

(g) Island of Hoy Development Trust – Update  

After consideration of correspondence from Island of Hoy Development Trust, M Groat 
invited J Traynor to add any further information.  J Traynor noted that the recent meeting at 
the YM had been well received.  R Sinclair asked if the community turbine had generated 
any money for the community yet.  J Traynor said not so far, as anything generated was 
paying back loans etc, but a committee would be set up to decide how the money would be 
distributed and this was expected to happen by the 2013/2014 tax year at the latest. 
M Webster asked if the accounts would be available. J Traynor noted that the abbreviated 
accounts would be lodged with Companies House, and it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

4. CORRESPONDENCE  

(a) Orkney Ferries – April & July statistics   

Members still queried what the inter-isles trip figure actually represented.  Cllr R Crichton 
said he would follow up on behalf of the Community Council, and it was:-

RESOLVED to monitor the situation.

(b) L McArthur MSP – Scottish Air Ambulance issues    

After consideration of correspondence received from L Mc Arthur MSP regarding Scottish Air 
Ambulance issues, members discussed this and M Webster noted that if a fixed wing aircraft 
was based in Kirkwall it would mean shorter transfer times south, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write a letter of support.
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(c) Serco – Northern Isles Ferries Operator   

After consideration of correspondence from Serco regarding Northern Isles Ferries Operator, 
R Sinclair noted that the 11am sailing from Stromness was the most used by isles residents 
as it meant you didn't need an overnight stay on Orkney mainland if travelling south and that 
the Community Council  should support keeping that sailing on the timetable.  M Thomson 
said if the 11am sailing was shelved it would mean folk would just go to Pentland Ferries, 
and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to Serco to highlight the Community Council concerns.

(d) South Ronaldsay & Burray Community Council – Orkney Local Development   
Plan

After consideration of correspondence from South Ronaldsay & Burray Community Council, 
it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

(e) Scottish Government – Community Empowerment  

After consideration of correspondence from Scottish Government regarding Community 
Empowerment, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

(f) Orkney Islands Council – Rackwick private water supply  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding Rackwick 
private water supply members discussed this with R Sinclair noting that folk are happy with 
the supply so why change?  M Thomson noted that someone had recently been charged 
£120 to have their water tested which they had never asked for, and it was:-

RESOLVED that M Thomson would talk to the folk in Rackwick.

(g) Orkney Islands Council – Norking, Longhope  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding Norking, 
Longhope, R Sinclair asked that if it was up to standard for the previous occupant why was it 
now a problem which meant it had to be sold?  Cllr R Crichton noted that legislation had 
changed, and it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

(h) Orkney Islands Council – Island Tourist Brochure 2013  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding the Island 
Tourist Brochure 2012, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.
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(i) RSPB – Enjoy Wild Orkney project   

After consideration of correspondence from RSPB regarding Enjoy Wild Orkney Project, it 
was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

5. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS   

(a)  Draft Supplementary Guidance on Natural Heritage  

After consideration of the consultation document regarding the draft supplementary 
guidance on Natural Heritage, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the Policy.

6. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

(a) General     Finance  

After consideration of the Community Council's financial statement, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the balance of funds available, as at 17th August of £7,458.47.

(b) Community Council Grant Scheme  

After consideration of the Community Council's grant scheme statement, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents. 

(c) Community Development Fund  

After consideration of the Community Development Fund, the Clerk read out an email 
regarding further allocation, and it was:-

RESOLVED to note the details.

(d) Seedcorn Funding  

After consideration of Seedcorn Funding, the Clerk confirmed that the application from the 
finance meeting had not been decided at the Liaison Office, and it was:-

RESOLVED to note the details.

7. REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE   

(a) North Walls Centre – Youth Club Transport   

M Groat informed the meeting that this application had been withdrawn as funding had been 
obtained from Orkney Islands Council.

6



(b) Kirkwall & St Ola Community Council – Bonfire  

After consideration of a financial application from Kirkwall & St Ola Community Council for 
assistance towards the annual bonfire, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence but decline the application.

8. PUBLICATIONS   

a) The Nature of Scotland – Spring\Summer 2012
b) The Crown Estate – Investing in tomorrow
c) The Crown Estate – Scotland Bulletin

9. AOCB  

(a) Orkney     Islands     Council   – Betty Corrigals Grave   

G Robertson noted that the picket fence surrounding the grave should not be removed but 
replaced.  M Webster noted that the correspondence still did not answer who was 
responsible for the upkeep and that had been the initial question, as the grave should be 
maintained in the future not just this year, and it was:-

RESOLVED the Clerk write to the Hoy Trust and Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership 
Scheme to query the ongoing maintenance of the site.
 
(b) Passing signs & Rackwick corner kerb  

R Sinclair reported that he had already taken up the issue of the kerb at Rackwick corner 
with the roads department and would talk to them again, and it was:-

RESOLVED to monitor the situation.

(c) Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme – Forum Day  

After consideration of correspondence from Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme, 
G Robertson and M Thomson noted they would check if they were available to attend, and it 
was:-

RESOLVED that the Clerk would co-ordinate this.

(d) Reform of Blue Badge Scheme  

After considering the correspondence from the Reform of the Blue Badge Scheme, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

(e) Orkney Islands Council – Design of new houses in the countryside  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding the design of 
new houses in the countryside, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

7



(f) Cllr J Stockan – Development & Infrastructure   

The Clerk read out an email from Cllr J Stockan regarding a meeting of the Development 
and Infrastructure Committee in Hoy & Walls on the provisional date of the 12th October, 
asking if the Community Council wished to see anything on the agenda.  M Groat suggested 
that an update on the Lyness development would seem appropriate and this was agreed. 
R Sinclair noted that the clear up of Lyness had still not taken place, and it was:-

RESOLVED:- 

i. to write to the Liaison Office regarding the clear up at Lyness; and

ii. to write to the Liaison Office and Cllr J Stockan to ask if an update regarding the Lyness 
area could be included on the agenda of the meeting.

(g) Fly tipping\Local query  

G Robertson noted that the grants available to stop fly tipping may be worth applying for so 
that notices could be erected in certain areas.  The Clerk informed members that she had 
spoken to the resident who had put a number of buoys on the foreshore and she had been 
told that the buoys were filled with concrete and covered with topsoil so would not drift out to 
sea, and it was:-

RESOLVED to check if the grant was still available.

(h) MV Graemsay cancelled sailings  

N Mowat said there had been occasions when the 17.45 from Stromness to Hoy had been 
cancelled but asked if it could still go to Graemsay?  Also if there were to be cancellations 
then folk needed to be advised before the 16:00 sailing left Stromness, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to the Liaison Office.

(i) Parking at Stromness for Graemsay Residents.  

N Mowat noted that the parking in Stromness was still not being policed properly and that 
unauthorised people were parking in the spaces, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to the Liaison office

(j) Roads\Tree issues  

R Sinclair reported that the second passing place on the Braebister road was falling away. 
This had been reported but he felt it should be reported via the Liaison Office.  Also there 
were several issues with trees growing onto the road on the Moaness road corner, 
Ore Cottage, Hoy, North Ness and Melsetter, and it was:-

RESOLVED:-

i. to write to the Liaison office regarding the Braebister road; and

ii. that the Clerk  write to the occupants of the properties where trees were overhanging 
the road
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(k) Hoy Pier  

M Thomson asked if anything was happening about getting a handrail down the Hoy Pier for 
the winter. The Clerk confirmed that nothing had come back from the Liaison Office. 
R Sinclair also noted that the store roof had not been fixed at the Hoy pier, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to the Liaison Office.

(l) Park corner  

M Webster reported that another car had come off the road at the Park Corner and he felt it 
was only a matter of time before someone was hurt.  He suggested that the roads 
department should put some form of warning up for motorists, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to the Liaison Office.

(m) Lyness Pier  

G Robertson asked if there could be an official sign erected advising ferry users where to 
park their cars.  There had been problems with tourists parking in the road over the summer 
and a hand written sign had been erected but something more permanent was required, and 
it was:-

RESOLVED to write to the Liaison Office.

(n) Osmandwall Bench  

M Groat reported that the Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme had suggested that 
the base of the Osmandwall bench be covered with flags, and it was:-

RESOLVED to note this request.

(o) S Mowat retirement  

M Groat noted that the Community Council had omitted to send a note of thanks to 
Stevie Mowat at his retirement earlier this year and felt this should be rectified, and it
was:-

RESOLVED to write a letter of thanks to S Mowat.

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

After consideration of a date for the next meeting, it was:-

RESOLVED that the date for the next meeting would be Friday, 2nd November 2012.

11. CONCLUSION OF MEETING  

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting concluded at 9:10p.m.
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